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Project overview





Today: some preliminary results
• England data only (UK Millennium Cohort Study, students aged 11 years, N=around 5,000)

• Attitudes to school - discrepancy between teacher reports and students’ own 
reports:

o Student tries their best at school

o Student seems to enjoy school

o Student misbehaves at school

o Student seems bored by school

• Discrepancy is calculated using residuals (Madon et al 1997): linear regression 
model predicts teacher report with student report as main independent variable; 
‘distance’ between teacher report and the regression line (residual) represents 
discrepancy.

• Next slide: descriptive statistics showing distribution of residuals (i.e., discrepancy 
between teacher and student report) for different student groups
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Preliminary results from multivariate analysis

• Linear regression including a range of student characteristics (e.g., social, ethnic 
background, academic ability, socioemotional difficulties)

• Even when controlling for social class, family income quintiles, parental education, 
student prior ability and student socioemotional difficulties, we find:

• Student tries their best at school: Black/Black British students underestimated by 
teacher

• Student misbehaves in school: Black/Black British students and students from low-
income households reported more negatively by teacher

• Student seems to enjoy school and student seems bored at school: no strongly 
significant group differences



Summary• Teachers overestimate attitudes of children from 
middle classes

• Teachers tend to view Black/Black British and 
students from low-income families more 
negatively (esp., regarding misbehaviour and 
trying best at school)

• → Systematic link between teacher over-
/underestimating students and student 
ethnic/socioeconomic background

• Why?

• Teachers’ unconcious bias and stereotypes?

• Differences in undestandings of ‘trying best at 
school’, ‘misbehaviour’

• →middle-class students and teachers have 
more similar understandings of these 
concepts?



Thank you!

BIPE-project website: https://bipeproject.blogs.bristol.ac.uk/

Comments and suggestions to: Katherin.Barg@bristol.ac.uk

https://bipeproject.blogs.bristol.ac.uk/
mailto:Katherin.Barg@bristol.ac.uk


Illustration of residual calculation

Read more: Madon, S., Jussim, L., & Eccles, J. (1997). In search of the powerful self-fulfilling 
prophecy. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 72(4), 791–809.
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